THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
· Basics & Key Facts
Definition: A nation's fundamental rulebook defining the structure, roles, and limits of government, as well as citizen rights/duties.
Key Dates: Formation of Constituent Assembly: 9 December, 1946
Adopted: 26 November 1949
Came into effect: 26 January 1950 (celebrated as Republic Day).
Structure: World's longest written constitution; currently has 25 Parts and 12 Schedules (originally 22 Parts and 8 Schedules in 1950).
Art & Calligraphy: Handwritten by Prem Behari Narain Raizada and decorated with historical illustrations by Nandalal Bose and team.
· Making of the Constitution
Constituent Assembly: Formed in 1946; had 389 members initially, reduced to 299 after Partition (including 15 women).
Key Figures: 
· Dr. Rajendra Prasad: President/Chairman of the Constituent Assembly.
· ​Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Chairman of the Drafting Committee.
· ​Dr. Sachidananda Sinha: Temporary President at the start of the assembly process.
· Key Influences & Sources
Freedom Struggle: Principles of equality, universal voting rights, individual freedom, and justice.
Civilisational Heritage: Concepts like Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ("the world is one family"), Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah, duty-centric governance, and respect for nature/knowledge.
Global Inspirations: 
· ​France: Ideals of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.
· ​USA: Concept of an Independent Judiciary.
· ​Ireland: Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP).
· Three Core Pillars
1. Fundamental Rights (e.g., Articles 14, 21, 21-A): 
Legally enforceable in court if violated.
2. Fundamental Duties (Part IV-A): 
Directs citizens to respect the national flag/anthem, protect nature, cherish heritage, and promote harmony. (Remaining duties should be written by students)
3. Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP - Part IV): 
Guidelines/goals for the government to create a welfare state (e.g., public health, environment, uniform civil code).
Non-justiciable (cannot be enforced by a court).
· A Living Document
Flexibility: In 1976,  42nd Amendment Added Fundamental Duties (Part IV-A); 'Socialist' & 'Secular' in Preamble
Can be updated through formal legal debates and amendments (e.g., 73rd Amendment in 1992 introduced the Panchayati Raj).
Evolving Interpretation: Courts continually interpret rights for changing times (e.g., 2004 Supreme Court ruling allowing citizens to fly the national flag as free speech).





​QUESTION PAPER: THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
​SECTION A: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 
​Q1. The original hand-written manuscript of the Constitution of India is preserved in Parliament inside a specially designed glass case filled with which non-reactive gas?
(A) Nitrogen    (B) Argon         (C) Oxygen         (D) Helium
​Q2. Who served as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly?
(A) Dr. Rajendra Prasad          (B) Dr. Sachidananda Sinha
(C) Dr. B. R. Ambedkar           (D) Prem Behari Narain Raizada 
​Q3. The ideals of "Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity" in the Indian Constitution were inspired by which of the following historical events/constitutions?
(A) The French Revolution (1789)
(B) The American Constitution
(C) The Irish Constitution
(D) The British Parliamentary System 
​Q4. In which year was the Panchayati Raj system formally integrated into the Constitution of India via the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act?
(A) 1950       (B) 1976      (C) 1992     (D) 2004 
​Q5. Assertion (A): The Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) cannot be directly enforced by a citizen in a court of law.
Reason (R): Directive Principles were designed by the Constitution framers as long-term guidelines and goals for the State to work towards as the nation progresses, unlike Fundamental Rights which are immediately enforceable promises.
​Q6. Assertion (A): The Constitution of India came into effect on 26 November 1949, which is why we celebrate Republic Day on that date every year.
Reason (R): The drafting work was completed and formally adopted by the Constituent Assembly on 26 November 1949.

​Q7. Consider the following three statements regarding the Preamble and features of the Indian Constitution: 
(1)The terms 'Socialist' and 'Secular' were present in the original Preamble adopted in 1949.
(2) India being a 'Republic' means that the head of the state is an elected person and not a hereditary ruler.
(3) Fundamental Duties were included in the Constitution of India in Part IV-A through an amendment in 1976.
​Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(A) 2 and 3 only    (B) 1 and 3 only   (C) 1 and 2 only   (D) 1, 2, and 3
​Q8. A state government passes a new legislation prohibiting discrimination in public employment and ensuring equal opportunity for all citizens regardless of their caste, religion, or gender. Which specific value outlined in the Preamble does this state action directly apply?
(A) Securing social and economic justice for citizens.
(B) Establishing total sovereignty over external state.
(C) Ensuring liberty of belief and religious worship.
(D) Promoting national integration through fraternity. 
​
​Q9. Observe the structural organization of the Indian Constitution:
When it came into effect in 1950, the Constitution contained 22 Parts and 8 Schedules. Today, it contains 25 Parts and 12 Schedules. What core competency of the Indian Constitution does this change demonstrate?
(A) It shows that the original text contained numerous errors that needed constant fixing.
(B) It demonstrates that the Constitution is a living document that adapts over time to societal needs.
(C) It proves that the Judiciary has the absolute authority to re-write laws independently of Parliament.
(D) It indicates that India is slowly adopting a completely new form of governance structure. 
​SECTION B: SUBJECTIVE QUESTIONS 
​Q10. Explain how the Indian Freedom Movement and India’s rich civilisational heritage helped shape the values and principles embedded in the Constitution of India. Mention at least two influences from each source. 
​Q11. Differentiate between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) as outlined in the Constitution of India. Why did the framers of the Constitution keep them distinct? 
​Q12. The Constituent Assembly was formed in 1946 representing diverse regions, religions, professions, and social groups across India. Why was it crucial to have such a wide and diverse representation while framing the rulebook of our nation? Discuss the significance of the vision shared by Dr. Sachidananda Sinha and Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 
​Q13. In 2004, a private citizen challenged a rule that restricted ordinary citizens from flying the National Flag at their private homes. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the citizen, stating that flying the National Flag with respect is part of a citizen's Fundamental Right to Freedom of Expression. 
(a) How does this real-life landmark instance illustrate the concept of the Constitution being a "Living Document"?
(b) While exercising this Right, what corresponding Fundamental Duty must a citizen simultaneously bear in mind?
​Q14. Imagine a local sports academy is hosting a district-level tournament. Mid-way through a deciding game, a major dispute arises between two teams regarding a boundary line call. There is no written rulebook available, and both team captains refuse to accept the referee’s verbal judgment. The game is halted due to heated arguments.
(a) Relate this situation to a nation: Why does a country need a Constitution acting as a "rulebook"?
(b) What key functions does a Constitution perform to prevent such conflicts and maintain order among the executive, legislature, judiciary, and the citizens?






